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GATHERING AND CENTERING

RINGING OF THE BOWL

TIME OF SILENCE AND REFLECTION

PRELUDE I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say Mark A. Henry
WELCOME Rev. Ben Mann
*HYMN Arise, Your Light Is Come! NO. 167
OPENING PRAYER Rev. Ben Mann

Children are dismissed for Faith Formation

REFLECTION

SCRIPTURE Romans 13:8-14 Tamesia Garner

Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who
loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall
not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you
shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this
word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong
to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than
when we became believers; the night is far gone; the day is near. Let
us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light;
let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not
in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead,
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to
gratify its desires.

SERMON What is Faith? Urgent Love Rev. Ben Mann
RESPONSE
*HYMN I Come with Joy NO. 313



CALL FOR OFFERING

Tamesia Garner

Checks or cash donations may be placed in the offering plate or mailed to
the FCC office. The preferred electronic method of giving is through Zelle
(available through most major bank apps under transfers and incurs no
additional fees to the donor or recipient.) Contributions via Zelle may be
sent to: financialsecretary@fcc-houston.org. FCC members may also donate

funds electronically via Realm online. If youdon’t have access to Realm,
please request an invitation from Colleen Moore at dma@fcc-houston.org.

OFFERTORY

CHORUS:

Love one another,
love as | have loved
you.

This is a new
commandment |
give you: to love,
love one another
with all your heart,
by this I will know
you are mine.

*DOXOLOGY

Love One Another

Hear, oh, hear me:
see the hungry,
then share your
food.

Hear, oh, hear me:
see the homeless,
then build a house.

You are my hands.
You are my feet and
my voice.

For when you help
all those in need
you do it for them
and for me.

CHORUS

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. Amen.

Hal H. Hopson

Hear, oh, hear me:
see the suffering,
then share a word.
Hear, oh, hear me:
see the captives,
then set them free.

You are my hands.
You are my feet and
my voice.

For when you help
all those in need
you do it for them
and for me.

CHORUS

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

CALLTOTABLE

DISTRIBUTION OF THE BREAD AND CUP
We offer juice, bread, and gluten-free crackers.



HYMN In Remembrance of Me NO. 322

THE LORD'S PRAYER (using debts/debtors)

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.t

GOING FORTH
ANNOUNCEMENTS

*FCC MISSION
Welcome all into an inclusive community;
Seek to follow Jesus’ teachings;
Search for more truth and light;
Support one another on our faith journeys;
Strive for peace and justice.

*HYMN Help Us Accept Each Other NO. 376
*BLESSING Rev. Ben Mann

POSTLUDE Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor ~ Walter L. Pelz

* Please rise in body or spirit.

Bold indicates congregational response.

As an inclusive and open faith community, we attempt to convey gender neutral
images, terms, and language of God. However, some hymns, anthems, and
scriptures from the past will not be changed. See fourth paragraph, page V of Hymns
of Truth & Light hymnal for more information.

CCLI License No. 22162044 & 22162051

WORSHIP NOTES:

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS AND HEARING DEVICES ARE
AVAILABLE: For more information or assistance, please speak to
one of the ushers. They will be happy to assist you.

Thank you to our ASL interpretor, Samoan Cooper.

Flowers have been donated by the Kurima family, in celebration
of their Family Day, on 9/12, and in recognition of Fetal Alcohol
Spectrum Disorders Awareness Month.
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If you would like to donate an arrangement for Worship, please
sign up in the narthex or contact Carlene Shirk at 281-728-8868.

Last week's attendance: 112

TODAY

COFFEE, TEA, & CONVERSATION
Join us in the Assembly Room immediately after worship today for
fellowship and refreshments.

CHILDREN'’S FAITH FORMATION

Children ages 5-12 are invited to join us for Faith Formation before the
sermon until the end of the worship service. For more information or
to get involved, contact Michael Gilchrist at michael@fcc-houston.org.

TEEN IMPACT CLASS

Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join us in Room 12 of the CE
building immediately after the service until noon for snacks, games,
and conversation. Contact Michael Gilchrist at michael@fcc-houston.org.

GROWING TOGETHER: WORKSHOP SESSIONS

The day has come to close out our workshop series led by our new
Interim minister, Rev. Ben Mann. Everyone's participation is welcome
and encouraged.

Class will be held in the CE Building (Room TBD) following Coffee, Tea,
and Conversation.

Questions may be sent to: christianed@fcc-houston.org.
September 6: Where Do We See God?

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION-SEPTEMBER 6TH

Each Communion Sunday, we collect non-perishable food and other
items for the East Spring Branch Food Pantry, which provides help to
many families nearby. Please pick up a blue "Market to Missions” bags
in the Assembly Room to fill or bring your donation in any kind of bag!
You may drop off your donation in the Assembly Room any time or
in the Meeting House today, September 6th.

This month the Pantry could really use the following: tuna, canned
fruit, soup, dry black beans and canned pinto or refried beans.
These items are always appreciated: canned vegetables, salmon,
chicken, peanut butter, spaghetti sauce, cereal, pasta, vegetable
oil, condiments, diapers, toiletry items, used grocery bags (paper or
plastic) and empty egg cartons (12 count only).

Thank you for helping those in need!



COMING UP

BROWN BAG LUNCH WITH REV. BEN!

Informal chats about what matters to you—family, life, and faith. Let's
get to know one another! Every Thursday this September in the
Parlor from 1-2PM. Bring your own lunch. All are welcome. See you
there!

ARTISAN FELLOWSHIP—FRI & SAT, SEPTEMBER 11-12TH
Calling all Knitters, Quilters, Crafters, Crocheters, Scrapbookers,
Painters, Jewelry-makers.... There’s an artist in everyone, so invite
a friend and join us on September 11-12th at FCC! Pack up your
projects (snacks to share, and beverage of choice), and spend some
time creating and fellowshipping.

We'll start at 2PM on Friday in the Library and gAM on Saturday in
the Assembly Room, and work/play until we're ready to stop. Drop in
for a couple of hours or make it a marathon! This is a great opportunity
to introduce new people to FCC!

For more information, contact Julia (jaland@earthlink.net) or
Robin (713-702-9448 or stilwell.robin@gmail.com).

FASD AWARENESS MONTH SERVICE EVENT—

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH AT 2PM

Texas FASD Network is hosting a service event in September at FCC as
part of FASD Awareness Month.

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD) affect an estimated 1in 20
Americans, yet remain widely misunderstood. This event will support
Moses Closet's work for youth in the foster care system, as well as
provide an opportunity to learn about the intersection of FASD and
foster care.

During the event, volunteers will help sort donated clothing and
collect new pajamas for Moses Closet. Monetary donations will also be
accepted to support Texas FASD Network's ongoing work.

Everyone is welcome, including children. Whether you come to
volunteer your time, bring a donation, or simply learn more about
FASD and how our community can support those affected by it, we will
be glad to have you. Feel free to reach out to Texas FASD Network at
president@texasfasd.org or Katherine Kurima.

Scan this QR code to register:




SAVE THE DATE: BOARD FAIR—SEPTEMBER 13TH

If you're interested in having some fun and learning about how you
may further your involvement and service to FCC, please plan to join
us for our annual Board Fair on Sunday, September 13. The Fair will
take place in the Assembly Room immediately following that day's
Church service. See the weekly newsletter for more information. Hope
to see you there!

SISTERS OF MARY MAGDELENE
After a summer away, the Sisters of Mary Magdelene group will be
meeting Sunday, September 13th in the Library, just after Coffee,
Tea, and Conversation. See you then!

MOVIE NIGHT—SEPTEMBER 18TH

It's the last movie night of 2026 and we’re showing "The Post!"

Join us on Friday, September 18 at 6PM for dinner, the movie, and a
discussion. Dr. Nancy Zarse will lead us in processing the film, which
retells the events around the publishing of the Pentagon Papers. The
movie reveals their importance, the significance of publishing them,
and the value of investigative journalism. We will explore the complex
themes of speaking truth to power and our individual choices in
upholding democracy. Join us for food, fellowship, film, and thought-
provoking discussion. Childcare provided.

PARENT'S NIGHT OUT!

On September 18th from 6:30-9:30PM, the CE Board will be holding
a Parent's Night Out! Drop the kids off for an evening of supervised
entertainment and fun, and either avail yourself to the other FCC
events or just enjoy your quiet night. For more information or to get
involved, contact Michael Gilchrist at michael@fcc-houston.org.

IMPACT OF THE FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS ON RELIGION
A four-week “discussination” of how the Arts have impacted—and
continue to impact—religion and how religion has had to adjust and
adapt to new or unconventional forms of individual and group artistic
expression to remain relevant. Starts September 20th.

Lead by Dr. David Pelton.

NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING—SEPTEMBER 20TH

Gifts to Neighbors in Need support the United Church of Christ’s
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States.
One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian
Ministry (CAIM). The other two-thirds of the offering support a
variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, direct service projects,
and grants. Neighbors in Need grants are annually awarded to UCC
churches and organizations doing justice work in their communities.



2ND ANNUAL SHRIMP BOIL AND SILENT AUCTION

The Missions and Hospitality Boards invite you to join us for our 2nd
Annual Shrimp Boil and Silent Auction on Saturday, September 26
from 6-8PM!

This is a fundraiser supporting Team Glenda, who will be walking

for their 8th year in Blood Cancer United's Light the Night Walk.

The donations raised from Light the Night fund life-saving blood
cancer research projects around the world. Blood Cancer United has
invested more than $1.8 billion in cancer research since 1949, and has
contributed to 70% of the 175 treatment approvals for blood cancer
over the past 20 years. Their mission is to cure blood cancer and
improve the quality of life of all patients and their families.

Tickets may be purchased by using the link bit.ly/FCCShrimpBoil2026
or in this week's newsletter. The last day to purchase tickets is
Sunday, September 20th. Please join us for an evening of fellowship
as we fundraise for this worthy cause. If you have questions, please
contact Chris Tuckett: christine.tuckett@amail.com.

TMO ACCOUNTABILITY SESSION—SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4TH
CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL AT 3PM

This is not your average Candidate Event. Not a debate, or an
opportunity for candidates to give a speech, nor are candidates
endorsed. There is an expectation of civil, respectful interaction and
no candidate bashing.

An Accountability Session is a meeting where candidates listen to the
concerns of families and community leaders. The issues presented
come from the ‘listening sessions’ held throughout the community.
Community members tell their stories on these issues. Each candidate
is asked where they stand on that issue, and if they will commit to
working with us on solutions.

All candidates for Harris County Judge and Commissioners of Precinct
2 and 4 have confirmed their attendance. Other candidates invited
include Texas State House Districts 135 and 140; US Congressional
Districts 7, 18, 29 and 38; and more.

Sign up at https://www.tmohouston.org/2026tmoaccountability.
Check with Kitty, Tammy, or Robin for more information, or to get
help with the Session.
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CAMPUS NEWS

SUPPORT LGBTQ+ RIGHTS IN TEXAS

During the 2025 legislative session, Texas lawmakers filed a record-
shattering 205 anti-LGBTQ+ bills. While most were defeated,
extremist politicians still passed harmful laws like the "Women'’s Bill
of Rights" and Senate Bill 8 (The Bathroom Bill), directly attacking
the dignity & privacy of transgender Texans. Those same extremists
are already planning even more aggressive legislation for the 2027
Texas Legislative session. As a result, Texas Impact has organized a
campaign to raise $100,000 to hire staff to support reasonable bill &
policies while defeating extremist ones.

The FCC Church in Society (CIS) Board has made a modest
contribution to Texas Impact in support of this effort; we believe doing
so provides the opportunity to live our faith to strive for justice & to
be leaders in the fight for LGBTQ+ rights. Please consider making a
gift of $25, $50, $100, $250, $500 or any amount directly to Texas
Impact. Details are at https://texasimpact.org/lgbtq-fund/.

VOTE BY MAIL—CONFUSING!

A recent decision by the Supreme Court is creating some confusion
around mail-in voting. The CIS Board is following developments
closely. While we don’t think there is reason to worry quite yet, if you
usually vote by mail, we encourage you to make a Plan B to vote in
person. We'll give you more information as we have it.

If you need a ride to the polls or if you think you can offer others a ride,
visit https://ridetothepoll.com/index.php.

HELP REGISTERVOTERS FORTHE MIDTERM ELECTION

If you'd like to help register new voters, consider becoming a Volunteer
Deputy Voter Registrar (VDVR). You will be able to register new voters
at organized drives. The required one-hour training is offered online,
after which you can support local registration events. The League of
Women Voters regularly hosts such events throughout the community.
For the schedule of virtual trainings and further details, please visit:
https://www.hctax.net/Voter/Deputy.

CALL FOR GREETERS

Volunteers needed! Greeters are an important part of Sunday worship
and help foster community here at FCC. You can call or email the office
at (713) 468-9543 / office@fcc-houston.org to sign up with Quentin.







PLEASE REMEMBER INYOUR PRAYERS:

Emily Beaty (grandchild of Linda Clemons); the O'Sullivan family; the
family of Joyce Rothfus (aunt of Robin S.; Michael Bennett (grandson
of the McDonells); Catherine Robinson (friend of Jamie S.); Christy A.
(friend of Katherine Kurima); Vernon and Samantha Henry; Mark E.
(friend of Chuck and Robin S.); the family and friends of Mary Barger
(aunt of Robin S.); the Galen family (friends of Sean Sedlock); Katie
Carlson (MVFM cheese maven); Carlene Shirk; Mary-Kate (childhood
friend of Emily B.); Jacki Short (friend of Gary W.); Sharon Smith (friend
of Diane B.); Clarence Holland; those who are silently struggling.

If you would like to add to our prayer list, please email the office at

office@fcc-houston.org with the name of the person/family and
how long you would like your prayer request to remain in the bulletin.

We are currently assessing our prayer list. Please email Quentin at

office@fcc-houston.org for if or how long you'd like your current

prayer request kept in the bulletin.
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF HOUSTON
10840 Beinhorn Road - Houston, Texas 77024
Phone: 713.468.9543 | www.fcc-houston.org
Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 10 AM-3 PM

Rev. Ben Mann, Interim Minister | ben@fcc-houston.org
Colleen Moore, Director of Membership and Admin | dma@fcc-houston.org
David York, Director of Music | david@fcc-houston.org
Mark Henry, Organist | organist@fcc-houston.org
Michael Gilchrist, Director of Family Ministry | michael@fcc-houston.org
Quentin Kirby, Administrative Assistant | office@fcc-houston.org
Howard Strong, Financial Secretary | financialsecretary@fcc-houston.org
Maggi Tucker, Minister of Music Emerita | hymnal@fcc-houston.org

Church Officers:

Moderator: Shawn Gleason | moderator@fcc-houston.org
Vice Moderator: Pam Blaine | moderator-elect@fcc-houston.org
Treasurer: Bill Glazner | treasurer@fcc-houston.org
Clerk: Tamesia Garner | clerk@fcc-houston.org

Church Council Members:
At-Large Member: Naomi Black | naomih.black@gmail.com
At-Large Member: Julie Honeycutt | julieahoney@gmail.com
Board of Christian Ed Co-Chair: Kelly Stevens | christianed @fcc-houston.org
Board of Christian Ed Co-Chair: Karen Gleason | christianed @fcc-houston.org
Board of Communications Chair: Guillermo Garza | communications@fcc-houston.org
Board of Church in Society Co-Chair: Kitty Olde | churchinsociety@fcc-houston.org
Board of Church in Society Co-Chair: Jan Glazner | churchinsociety @fcc-houston.org
Board of Deacons Co-Chair: Mary Lou Strange | deacons@fcc-houston.org
Board of Deacons Co-Chair: Lynette Ross | deacons@fcc-houston.org
Board of Hospitality Chair: Chris Tuckett | hospitality@fcc-houston.org
Board of Missions Co-Chair: Jo Jaynes | missions@fcc-houston.org
Board of Missions Co-Chair: Phyllis Roberts | missions@fcc-houston.org
Board of Trustees: Chuck Stilwell | trustees@fcc-houston.org

UCC Delegates:
Jane Holland | jdhg231@gmail.com
Nancy Zarse | nancyzarse@yahoo.com
Tammy Garner | tamesia@gmail.com

FCCis an Open and Affirming congregation of the United Church
of Christ. We joyfully welcome everyone regardless of sexual
orientation or gender identity.




