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GATHERING AND CENTERING

RINGING OF THE BOWL®@10AM

MAKE ROOM FORA MOMENT OF SILENCE

PRELUDE Brother James' Air Dale Wood
WELCOME Rev. Ben Mann
*HYMN We Are Your People NO. 373
OPENING PRAYER Rev. Ben Mann

Children are dismissed for Faith Formation
REFLECTION

SCRIPTURE Luke 14:15-24 Guillermo Garza

One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, "Blessed is
anyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” Then Jesus said

to him, "Someone gave a great dinner and invited many. At the time
for the dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited,
‘Come, for everything is ready now.” But they all alike began to make
excuses. The first said to him, 'l have bought a piece of land, and |
must go out and see it; please accept my regrets.” Another said, 'l
have bought five yoke of oxen, and | am going to try them out; please
accept my regrets.’ Another said, 'l have just been married, and
therefore | cannot come.’ So the slave returned and reported this to
his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and said to his
slave, ‘Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the town and bring
in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.” And the slave said,
'Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still room.’ Then the
master said to the slave, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel
people to come in, so that my house may be filled. For | tell you, none
of those who were invited will taste my dinner."”

SERMON Make Room: Who Is Missing? Rev. Ben Mann

RESPONSE
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MAKE ROOM FOR GIVING Guillermo Garza

We Iglave made envelopes available if you would like to give to Neighbors in
Need.

Checks or cash donations may be placed in the offering plate or mailed to
the FCC office. The preferred electronic method of giving is through Zelle
(available through most major bank apps under transfers and incurs no
additional fees to the donor or recipient.) Contributions via Zelle may be
sent to: financialsecretary@fcc-houston.org. FCC members may also donate
funds electronically via Realm online. If you'don’t have access to Realm,

please request an invitation from Colleen Moore at dma@fcc-houston.org.

OFFERTORY Welcome Table Alice Parker
You've got a place at the We're goin' to feast on milk and
welcome table, honey,

You've got a place at the We're goin' to feast on milk and
welcome table, honey,

some of these days, Hallelujah! some of these days, Hallelujah!



We'll give thanks at the welcome

table,

We'll give thanks at the welcome

table,

some of these days, Hallelujah!

*DOXOLOGY

We'll come home to the

welcome table,

We'll come home to the

welcome table,

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. Amen.

some of these days, Hallelujah!

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

MAKE ROOM AT GOD'S TABLE

DISTRIBUTION OF THE BREAD AND CUP
We offer juice, bread, and gluten-free crackers.

HYMN

At this table,
everyone is
welcome

At this table,
everyone is seen
At this table,
everybody matters
No one falls
between

At this table, you
can say whatever
At this table, you
can speak your mind
At this table,

AtThis Table

everything's
forgotten

There's enough for
everyone

CHORUS:

So come as you are
Remember that the
door is always open
Yes, come as you are
The perfect gift that
you could bring is
your heart

So come, come as
you are

GOING FORTH

MAKE ROOM MOMENT

Idina Menzel

At this table,

there will be no
judgement

At this table, mercy
has a seat

At this table,

we're all sons and
daughters

There's no place I'd
rather be

CHORUS

David Pelton
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

*HYMN Diverse in Culture, Nation, Race NO. 372
*BLESSING Rev. Ben Mann
POSTLUDE Toccata on EIN FESTE BURG Gordon Young

* Please rise in body or spirit.

Bold indicates congregational response.

As an inclusive and open faith community, we attempt to convey gender neutral
images, terms, and language of God. However, some hymns, anthems, and
scriptures from the past will not be changed. See fourth paragraph, page V of Hymns
of Truth & Light hymnal for more information.

CCLI License No. 22162044 & 22162051

WORSHIP NOTES:

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS AND HEARING DEVICES ARE
AVAILABLE: For more information or assistance, please speak to
one of the ushers. They will be happy to assist you.

Thank you to our ASL interpretor, Samoan Cooper.

Flowers this week have been donated anonymously in honor of
our hard-working FCC Moderator, Shawn Gleason.

If you would like to donate an arrangement for Worship, please
sign up in the narthex or contact deacons@fcc-houston.org.

Last week's attendance: 113

TODAY

COFFEE, TEA, & CONVERSATION
Join us in the Library immediately after worship today for fellowship
and refreshments.

CHILDREN'S FAITH FORMATION

Children ages 5-12 are invited to join us for Faith Formation before the
sermon until the end of the worship service. For more information or
to get involved, contact Michael Gilchrist at michael@fcc-houston.org.

TEEN IMPACT CLASS

Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join us in Room 12 of the CE
building immediately after the service until noon for snacks, games,
and conversation. Contact Michael Gilchrist at michael@fcc-houston.org.




MOSESYOUTH CLASS—FALL SEMESTER

Youth in grades 3-8 are invited to join us in Room g of the CE building
immediately after Coffee, Tea, and Conversation. Students in this age
group are invited and encouraged to sit together with friends and
teachers in the northwest corner of the meeting house during our
worship service. For more information, contact Michael Gilchrist at
michael@fcc-houston.org.

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION

Each Communion Sunday, we collect non-perishable food and more
for the East Spring Branch Food Pantry, which provides help to many
families nearby. Please pick up a blue "Market to Missions” bags in
Assembly Room to fill or bring your donation in any kind of bag! You
may drop off your donation in the Assembly Room any time or in the
Meeting House on October 4th.

This month, the Pantry has asked for: canned and dry beans, cereal,
soup, canned green beans and corn, cake mixes, vegetable oil,
and deodorant. The following items are always needed: canned fruit,
peanut butter, spaghetti sauce, pasta, condiments, diapers, toiletry
items, used grocery bags (paper or plastic) and empty egg cartons (12
count only).

Donations this year have been amazing — almost 50% higher than last
year! Thank you for your generosity!

MAKE ROOM: SPIRITUAL PRACTICES FORSTAYING IN
RELATIONSHIP—LED BY REV. BEN MANN

How do we stay connected when relationships become difficult,
disagreement feels personal, or trust has been strained? This class
series will explore practical spiritual practices for listening across
differences, setting healthy boundaries, navigating conflict, practicing
accountability and repair, and making room for one another without
asking anyone to surrender their own well-being. Whether you are
processing recent experiences in our congregation or simply want to
strengthen the way you move through relationships, you are warmly
invited to join us after Worship in Room 4.

October 4: Conflict is Not the Enemy
October 11: Triangles, Gossip, and the Courage of Direct Dealing
October 25: Rupture & Repair

Private pastoral conversations with Rev. Ben are also always welcome
for anyone who would prefer a more personal space for reflection and
support.



BLOOD DRIVE—AM-1PM

Join FCCin partnering with Gulf Coast Blood for a blood drive here on
campus! October 4th from gAM-1PM, visit the Assembly Room for
an opportunity to donate blood and save lives.

Eat. Drink. Bring ID. All succesful donors will receive a complimentary
cozy blanket, a free Saint Arnolds pint voucher, and one free ticket to
the Renaissance Festival!

Appointments are preferred, but walk-ins are welcome! Use our donor
code: B149.

IMPACT OF THE FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS ON RELIGION
A six-week “discussination” of how the Arts have impacted—and
continue to impact—religion and how religion has had to adjust and
adapt to new or unconventional forms of individual and group artistic
expression to remain relevant. September 20th to October 25th.

Led by Dr. David Pelton.

COMING UP

MUSICAT THE MEETING HOUSE: A NIGHT IN CONVERSATION
Join us at the Meeting House on Saturday, October 10th at 7PM for
an evening of beautiful music. Come listen to Joy Yanai, a Canadian-
Japanese cellist, and Yvonne Chen, a Taiwanese-American pianist,
perform together an arrangement of classical pieces.

Visit the weekly FCC newsletter for more information and to
reserve your spot!

FALL BINGO & SOUP NIGHT—OCTOBER 16TH

The Hospitality Board invites you to join us on October 16th from
6-8PM in the Assembly Room for a night of food and family fun for
all ages at our Fall Bingo and Soup Night. Bring the whole family, and
spend Friday night with your church family as we enjoy a night of
fellowship and frivolity! Everyone is welcome!

PARENT NIGHT OUT!

On October 23rd from 6:30-9:30PM, the CE Board will be holding
a ParentNight Out! Drop the kids off for an evening of supervised
entertainment and fun, and either avail yourself to the other FCC
events or just enjoy your quiet night.

Sign up at bit.ly/OctPNO26. For more information or to get involved,
contact Michael Gilchrist at michael@fcc-houston.org.
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FALL FUN AT THE FARMER'S MARKET

For an extra happy Halloween, swing by the Farmer's Market the
morning of Saturday, October 31st! The Board of Christian Education
will host a festive fall event for FCC and community families. Find us
on the lawn between the main parking lot and the playground. Plans
include activities, games, snacks, an autumn-themed photo op, and
more! While you're here, be sure to introduce yourselves to any non-
member guests brought in by the Farmer’s Market: friendly smiles and
handshakes are priceless.

If you are interested in hosting an activity booth or helping in any way,
we welcome volunteers. Drop a quick email to
christianed@fcc-houston.org ASAP!

CAMPUS NEWS

FALL GROWTH GROUPS ARE HERE!
Fall is beginning, and so is the new semester of FCC Growth Groups!

FCC Growth Groups are small gatherings of 6-12 folks, held outside
of our Sunday morning “Adult CE class” offerings. These groups
meet once every week or every other week at a day/time/place
established by the group leader. They are facilitated by members
of our congregation and cover a multitude of topics and activities.
These groups are a wonderful opportunity to share and grow in
understanding and in relationship.

Visit bit.ly/FCCGrowthGroups26 to sign up for your group(s).
Gatherings are underway, so don't delay!

MAM CORNER—THANKYOU FORYOUR GENEROSITY, FCC!
School has started and, thanks to the generosity of our congregation,
over 123 students, identified by counselors, have received $50 gift
cards to purchase clothing for heading back to school! Many families
have to make the decision to pay rent, buy food, etc. and do not have
funds to help their children start the school year with new shoes or
clothes. You have helped make this possible!

FCC has been a part of this mission of Memorial Assistance Ministries
for decades. Thank you for your help once again.

CALL FOR GREETERS

Volunteers needed! Greeters are an important part of Sunday worship
and help foster community here at FCC. You can call or email the office
at (713) 468-9543 / office@fcc-houston.org to sign up with Quentin.




ROOM
The Nguyen Family

Five years ago, our family came to the United States to begin a new chapter of our lives. My
husband, Son, had the opportunity to pursue his Master’s degree in Petroleum Engineering at New
Mexico Tech in Socorro. We were far away from our home country and everything was unfamiliar,
but God blessed us with wonderful people who became our second family. Their friendship and
kindness made us feel that we were not alone. After about a year and a half, Son completed his
Master’s degree and was accepted into the Ph.D. program at the University of Houston. So once
again, we packed our belongings and moved, this time to Houston.

When we arrived, we were searching for a home and schools for our children, Truffle and Quintus.
One day, while looking around the neighborhood, we stopped at the Farmers Market for a quick
lunch. There, we met Howard and had a wonderful conversation. After talking with him, something
in our hearts told us that this was where we should settle down; we were introduced to FCC. |
believe God put someone in our path at exactly the right time to show us the way.

When | first came to church, | fell in love with the music. | admired Mr. David York, and the music
made me simply want to sing and worship our Lord. But the more we became involved, the more |
realized that FCC was giving us much more than a place to worship.

FCC became our third family in America. Here, we found a place where we feel safe, loved, and
supported. We are surrounded by people who genuinely care for us, Jane and Clarence, Beth and
Jim, Howard, Dr Pelton, Robin, Lynette, Jan, Kitty, Naomi, Mark, Mr Michael, and so many others.
Even Quintus & Truffle's Mystery Pals continue to share their love and care with us.

Today, my husband has completed his Ph.D. in Petroleum Engineering, and | work as a financial
professional. Through my work, | have the opportunity to listen to families, understand their
dreams and concerns, and help them prepare for their financial futures. | believe God gives each
of us different gifts and opportunities to serve others. If | can use my knowledge to help a family
feel more prepared and secure, then in my own small way, | am passing along the love and care
that God and this community have shown to my family.

Our journey has taught us something that we always keep in our hearts: If you get what you want,
that may be God's direction. But if you don't get what you want, that may be God's protection. We
don't know exactly what the future holds, but we put our faith in His hands. When we look back at
our journey, we can see that God has been making a way for us all along. He will be our guide,
with love and strength for each new day. And we trust that He will continue to make a way for all of
us.

We are so thankful that God brought us to Houston, led us to FCC, and gave us our third family.

/




PLEASE REMEMBER INYOUR PRAYERS:

Mary Watson; the O'Sullivan family; the family of Joyce Rothfus (aunt
of Robin S.; Michael Bennett (grandson of the McDonells); Catherine
Robinson (friend of Jamie S.); Christy A. (friend of Katherine Kurima);
Vernon and Samantha Henry; Mark E. (friend of Chuck and Robin

S.); the family and friends of Mary Barger (aunt of Robin S.); the
Galen family (friends of Sean Sedlock); Katie Carlson (MVFM cheese
maven); Carlene Shirk; Mary-Kate (childhood friend of Emily B.); Jacki
Short (friend of Gary W.); Sharon Smith (friend of Diane B.); Clarence
Holland; those who are silently struggling.

If you would like to add to our prayer list, please email Quentin at

office@fcc-houston.org with the name of the person/family and
how long you would like your prayer request to remain in the bulletin.
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF HOUSTON
10840 Beinhorn Road - Houston, Texas 77024
Phone: 713.468.9543 | www.fcc-houston.org
Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 10 AM-3 PM

Rev. Ben Mann, Interim Minister | ben@fcc-houston.org
Colleen Moore, Director of Membership and Admin | dma@fcc-houston.org
David York, Director of Music | david@fcc-houston.org
Mark Henry, Organist | organist@fcc-houston.org
Michael Gilchrist, Director of Family Ministry | michael@fcc-houston.org
Quentin Kirby, Administrative Assistant | office@fcc-houston.org
Howard Strong, Financial Secretary | financialsecretary@fcc-houston.org
Maggi Tucker, Minister of Music Emerita | hymnal@fcc-houston.org

Church Officers:

Moderator: Shawn Gleason | moderator@fcc-houston.org
Vice Moderator: Pam Blaine | moderator-elect@fcc-houston.org
Treasurer: Bill Glazner | treasurer@fcc-houston.org
Clerk: Tamesia Garner | clerk@fcc-houston.org

Church Council Members:
At-Large Member: Naomi Black | naomih.black@gmail.com
At-Large Member: Julie Honeycutt | julieahoney@gmail.com
Board of Christian Ed Co-Chair: Kelly Stevens | christianed @fcc-houston.org
Board of Christian Ed Co-Chair: Karen Gleason | christianed @fcc-houston.org
Board of Communications Chair: Guillermo Garza | communications@fcc-houston.org
Board of Church in Society Co-Chair: Kitty Olde | churchinsociety@fcc-houston.org
Board of Church in Society Co-Chair: Jan Glazner | churchinsociety @fcc-houston.org
Board of Deacons Co-Chair: Mary Lou Strange | deacons@fcc-houston.org
Board of Deacons Co-Chair: Lynette Ross | deacons@fcc-houston.org
Board of Hospitality Chair: Chris Tuckett | hospitality@fcc-houston.org
Board of Missions Co-Chair: Jo Jaynes | missions@fcc-houston.org
Board of Missions Co-Chair: Phyllis Roberts | missions@fcc-houston.org
Board of Trustees: Chuck Stilwell | trustees@fcc-houston.org

UCC Delegates:
Jane Holland | jdhg231@gmail.com
Nancy Zarse | nancyzarse@yahoo.com
Tammy Garner | tamesia@gmail.com

FCCis an Open and Affirming congregation of the United Church
of Christ. We joyfully welcome everyone regardless of sexual
orientation or gender identity.




